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  Friday 22nd May 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Firstly, I hope that this letter finds you all safe and well. 

Following my previous letters, we have been given some further guidance around how 
schools should prepare to reopen for some year groups. Our focus will be safeguarding 
children and staff, providing lessons and learning experiences, and supporting children 
pastorally if there is a phased opening of schools on 1st June. The government have also 
provided guidance for parents which you can find here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june  

We have a plan ready, but we are in unchartered territory and this plan may be subject to 
change as we move forwards. We will be implementing a number of stringent procedures to 
include hygiene, cleaning, social distancing and drop off and pick-up, amongst others. The 
plan is to open on June 1st to Year 6 children in the first instance followed by the younger 
children later in the week. The following bullet points are to help you understand what our 
plan will look like and help you to prepare: 

• Children will be working in year groups of 12 children or less. Key worker children will stay 
in their own group.  These groups are known as ‘bubbles’ 

• Groups will work in a classroom space that may not be the one they are used to, and 
children will sit at an individual desk separated from others to adhere to social distancing. 
Reception children will have a yoga mat or desk of their own.  Key worker children may be in 
a group containing pupils from other year groups. 

• Each group will have a separate teacher (or a teaching assistant working under the 
direction of a teacher) delivering the session (with an accompanying teaching assistant in 
Key Stage 1); these adults will stay with the children all day, to minimise contacts, as per the 
guidance from the Department for Education. 

• Not all staff will be teaching in their usual year group. 

• Playtimes will be zoned to ensure that children only socialise with the children in their 
group. There will also be the expectation that children stay 2 metres apart at playtimes. We 
acknowledge that this may be very difficult to enforce – however pupils will be briefed and 
reminded to respect social distancing. 

• Children will be asked to bring their own washable pencil case with basic writing equipment 
to be left in school - guidance is that children should not share resources with others. 

• There will be a separate entry door system around the school building to reduce the risk of 
infection – including, where possible, 2 metre spacings marked out to help all users adhere 
to social distancing. 

mailto:admin@sheriffhales.shropshire.sch.uk
http://www.sheriffhalesschool.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


• No resources to be shared between home and school to reduce the risk of transmission, 
including reading books. 

• We will not be insisting on children to wearing school uniform; they may therefore wear 
their own similar style clothes and footwear – no laces if they cannot tie them please.  They 
will need to wear a clean set of clothes at the start of every day to reduce cross 
contamination. 

• There will be no breakfast club or after-school provision for the foreseeable future (this 
includes children of Key Workers) to ensure that pupils do not mix with any children who are 
not in their own teaching group – we apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause. 

• Initially, there will be no assemblies or gatherings greater than the size of the bubbles.  
Weather permitting, we may be able to plan an outdoor assembly once children have 
become used to distancing. 

• Handwashing for 20 seconds will be carried out at regular points for all children and there 
will be separate toilets for each group. 

• Please be aware that there will be no hot lunches during this period. Children may bring a 
packed lunch from home or order one from school.  The meals will be eaten outside in the 
zoned areas or delivered to classrooms where children will eat. Children receiving Income 
Based Free School Meals, who are not returning to school, will continue to receive vouchers. 

• In order to reduce the number of people on the school site, please can only 1 parent 
accompany children to school. 

• Parents are not to drive on to the school site and are asked to walk up to the school via the 
path at the side of the Village Hall, meet me at the gate and then exit using the path parallel 
to the car park, observing 2 metre distancing from other family groups. 

The office will be closed to all but invited visitors, please make contact via email or 
telephone. 

There will be a staggered drop-off and collection procedure for each group to ensure that 
parents and children do not cluster together at the start or end of the school day. Therefore, 
there will be no lining up on the playground in the mornings - children will use outside doors 
to walk directly into classrooms. 

We will do all we can to ensure the safety of everybody in school, but despite taking all of the 
measures above, we cannot guarantee that the pupils will always follow the social distancing 
guidelines, because they are children and it will be hard for them. 

 

Y6, Y1, Reception Parents  

Please email admin@sheriffhales.shropshire.sch.uk by Tuesday 26th May to confirm 
whether you will or will not be sending your child/children back into school if we re-
open on 1st June. This is vitally important so that we can organise groupings and 
have sufficient staffing in place for each teaching group. If you do not let us know, it 
will be assumed that your child/children will not be returning to school on 1st June. 

Further detail on staggered pick up and drop off times will be sent out once we have definite 
numbers of children. As you can imagine, there is still much to set up, but we felt it important 
to be open and transparent with parents, so that you are fully aware of what school will ‘look’ 
like if we reopen on 1st June. Please keep an eye on the website and our Twitter feed. 

We will be ensuring that we provide children with the teaching and support that they need, 
and to help them with understanding and coping with these different routines and 



procedures. We will also be offering lots of reassurance and comfort in this somewhat 
different environment. 

We know that some parents may have concerns about their children being in school; we do 
not take our responsibilities lightly, and this is very different to how we prefer to operate as a 
school. We fully understand if you choose not to send your children back to school, this will 
not affect their attendance and you will not be penalised. Teachers will continue to plan 
home learning activities each week (including activities for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
children who are not returning on 1st June). 

Many thanks for your ongoing support. 
 
Kind regards, 
Sarah Hodgson 
 
Head Teacher 
Sheriffhales Primary School 
 

 


