
Oak Medium Term Planning for parents Autumn 2 2020: Year 3, Year 4/ Y3 and Y4  
 

 

Maths 
Y3:   
Count up and down in tenths; recognise that tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 10 e.g. 3 cakes shared 
between 10 children gives 3/10 each. 
 
Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects: unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators e.g. find 1/3 of 9 beads, then 2/3 of 9 beads 
 
understand the relation between unit fractions as operators (fractions of), and division by integers e.g. to find 1/3, you divide by 3; to find 1/5, you divide by 5 

 
Recognise and use fractions as numbers on the number line: unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators  
 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small denominators e.g. ½ = 3/6 
 
Solve problems that involve fractions e.g. Amy ate ¼ of her 12 sweets and Ben ate ½ of his 8 sweets, who ate more sweets? 
 
Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3 and 4 multiplication tables 
 
Develop efficient mental methods, for example, using commutativity e.g.  
2 × 7 × 5 = 2 × 5 × 7 = 10 × 7 = 70 and multiplication and division facts to derive related facts e.g. using 3 × 2 = 6, 6 ÷ 3 = 2 and 2 = 6 ÷ 3 to derive 30 × 2 = 60, 60 ÷ 3 = 20 
and 20 = 60 ÷ 3 
 
Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the multiplication tables that they know including for two-digit numbers times one-digit num-
bers, using mental methods e.g. 22×3 
 
Solve problems, including missing number problems, involving multiplication and division e.g. 90 = 3 × 30 
 
Tell and write the time from an analogue clock e.g. draw hands on a clock face to show ‘ten to four’, making sure the hour hand is located correctly  
 
Record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes, hours and o’clock; use vocabulary such as a.m./p.m., morning, afternoon, noon and midnight 
 
Compare durations of events, for example to calculate the time taken by particular events or tasks.  
 
Y4:   
Know that decimals and fractions are different ways of expressing proportions 



 
Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions 
 
Count using simple fractions and decimal fractions, both forwards and backwards e.g. 41/3,4 

2/3,5, 5 
1/3, 5 

2/3,6, 6 
1/3; 3.2, 3.1, 3, 2.9, 2.8, … and represent fractions and deci-

mals on a number line 
 
Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by a hundred and dividing tenths by ten e.g. 3/10 = 30/100 = 0.30 = 0.3 
 
Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, including tenths and hundredths e.g. 6/9 = 2/3 
 

Solve problems to calculate quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole number e.g. find 4/9 of 18 counters 
 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths e.g. 9/10 = 0.9; 9/100 = 0.09  
 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents to 1/4; 1/2; 3/4  
 
Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of the digits in the answer as units, tenths and hundredths 
 
Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 10 × 10  
 
Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying together three numbers e.g. 600 ÷ 3 = 
200; 4 × 6 × 2 
 
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal written layout (see appendix) 
 
solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the distributive law to multiply two digit numbers by one digit e.g.34 × 6 = (30 ×6) + (4 × 6), integer scaling 
problems and harder correspondence problems such as n objects are connected to m objects e.g. 3 skirts and 4 tops, how many different outfits? 
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24-hour clocks e.g. ¼ to 8 in the evening can be written as 19:45 
 
Convert hours to minutes and vice versa 
English  
 
Spelling 
See separate document on website for spelling lists for the half term. 
 
Grammar and Punctuation 
Adverbs – revise understanding of what adverbs are and when they are used. Create a word bank of as many interesting adverbs as you can. 
 



Write sentences about your home or family using adverbs. Try to change where the adverb is placed in each sentence. Include sentences that start with an adverb (don’t 
forget the comma). 
For example: 
 
Grumpily, my sister Pam began her homework. 
 
My baby brother (whose name was Tom) crawled hurriedly to my mom. 
 
Powerful verbs – develop your understanding of powerful verbs. https://www.theschoolrun.com/powerful-verbs-explained  
 
Create a word bank of powerful verbs for a selection of everyday/common verbs. This could be turned into a booklet or a selection of posters. For example: 
 
 
          stated       mumbled                                                   sprinted       galloped 

 
                                         asked                                                                           jogged 
 
bellowed             Said               grumbled                     darted                   ran                bolted                        
 
          whispered                                                                    raced 
                          cried       exclaimed                                                  rushed        careered 
 
Write a description using adverbs, adjectives and powerful verbs to describe the painting ‘The Last Day of Pompeii’ (see link below). 
 
Poetry 
Find out what a haiku is. Look at examples of haikus – can you pick your favourite and explain why you like it best? Some examples and an explanation can be found here as 
a starting point. 
https://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/haiku.htm  
 
Create your own haikus based around a topic of your choice. Some suggestions are: winter, your family, Christmas or the seasons. You could turn your work into your own 
illustrated book of haikus.  
 
Find out what the term “alliteration” means; Create your own alliterative sentences based around the theme of Winter; Now try to use these ideas to make your own shape 

poem based on Winter;   

Science 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/powerful-verbs-explained
https://www.kidzone.ws/poetry/haiku.htm


Take a walk around your local area and identify the different types of rocks and building materials in the environment; 

Make observational drawings of as many as you can and try to describe in your own words their appearance and texture;  

Where possible draw children’s attention to the difference between rocks and man-made materials despite their similarities – using terms natural and man-made; 

http://www.rocksforkids.com/RFK/Rocks&Minerals.html - 

Visit the above web-site to highlight the differences between rocks and man-made building materials and to explore the language used to describe rocks - smooth, rough, 
grainy, glassy, sandy, crumbly, crystalline, permeable and non-permeable; Find out, with examples of rocks, what these descriptions mean. Can they answer the question 
Which rock would be suitable for a gravestone or a sculpture?  Explain why.  

Discuss the different types of rocks – igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic – Using an ipad find out which rocks fall into each of these 3 categories eg sandstone is 
classified as a sedimentary rock. Can you explain why?  

Have a go at this fun activity which will help you understand the life cycle of a rock  - follow this link  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uqGXZlF3vA 

Draw and label what you found out about the life cycle of a rock using scientific language  

Look at some images of dinosaurs – consider how do we know they even existed? GOOGLE or use Twinkl to explain what a fossil is;  

Explore a range of fossils both animal and plant – drawing and explaining how they came about;  

Make own fossil of a natural object eg stones or twigs using salt dough;  

Go out into your garden or immediate area and collect small samples of soil from different places eg under a tree, in a field etc.  

Once collected children to put some of their soil sample onto kitchen towel and look at it and describe it. Draw and label pictures or take photos which can then be labelled to 
show what they have found out; PLEASE REMEMBER TO OBSERVE PROPER HEALTH AND SAFETY RULES WHEN HANDLING SOIL -THIS TO BE SUPERVISED BY 
AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES  

Watch bbc bitesize what is soil? Children to make a poster describing the different parts of soil; 

 

 

  

Religious Education 
 
Revise the traditional Christian Christmas story – this could be through a story book, the Bible or online (there are some links below). Respond to the story in a creative way. 
You could create a puppet show at home to tell the story or use technology to make a video. Try rewriting the story in your own words – perhaps you could create a simple 
book with some beautiful illustrations to share with your family? Perhaps you could also write a poem about the nativity story? 
 



https://www.whychristmas.com/story/the_christmas_story.shtml 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zshyr82  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu99qCegVNU  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDbn_XrVvIg  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/christmas/nativitystory.aspx  
 
Look online or in books at pictures of the ‘annunciation’ where Mary receives the message from the angel Gabriel that she is going to have a baby. Compare different pictures 
that you look at. Which one do you think is the best? Why? How has Mary been shown in the pictures? Is there anything the same in the pictures that you look at? What 
about God? Is God shown in any of the pictures? How do you know? Can you create your own drawing or painting of the annunciation using what you have found out to help 
you. Remember to show Mary, Gabriel and the holy spirit. 
 
Think about how God decided to come to earth as the baby Jesus so that he could be with us. Do you think God is with people in the modern day world? If you do, can you 
give some examples? If you don’t can you give some examples? 

Design technology 
 
If you can, look in your house to find as many examples of pop-up books as you can. Investigate how the moving parts move and work. Do you have favourite mechanisms? 
Which parts of the books are the most effective and why?  If you haven’t got any books you could watch this video: https://www.homeschooling-ideas.com/pop-up-books.html  
(history of pop-up books – scroll down the page). 
 
Practice using sheets of paper or card to create some simple pop-up mechanisms. These links will help you although some are designed for older children or adults - so 
parents, you may need to practise first and then show your child! 
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=how+to+make+a+box+fold+pop+up&oq=box+fold+pop-up&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0.7215j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-
8#kpvalbx=_uU97X_vuG62P1fAPnIqswAY19  
 
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/Mouthcard.shtml  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvMU1m_qKN0  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NiU6l1u8dc  
 
You might also want to investigate other simple mechanisms such as a ‘rotator’ or a ‘spiral spring’. 
 
After you have practised some mechanisms, you could plan your own pop-up book. You could create a story book or a non-fiction book. Make your wonderful book – don’t 
forget to include beautiful illustrations and some writing. 
 
 

History 

https://www.whychristmas.com/story/the_christmas_story.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zshyr82
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu99qCegVNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDbn_XrVvIg
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/christmas/nativitystory.aspx
https://www.homeschooling-ideas.com/pop-up-books.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=how+to+make+a+box+fold+pop+up&oq=box+fold+pop-up&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0.7215j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#kpvalbx=_uU97X_vuG62P1fAPnIqswAY19
https://www.google.com/search?q=how+to+make+a+box+fold+pop+up&oq=box+fold+pop-up&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0.7215j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#kpvalbx=_uU97X_vuG62P1fAPnIqswAY19
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/Mouthcard.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvMU1m_qKN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NiU6l1u8dc


The topic is ‘Pompeii’ and the eruption of Vesuvius.  

Look at the painting ‘The Last Day of Pompeii’. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-last-day-of-pompeii/tAFrCGFUhXM8Jg?hl=en-
GB&ms=%7B%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22z%22%3A8.674963553966775%2C%22size%22%3A%7B%22width%22%3A1.8749387884450663%2C%22
height%22%3A1.2374999999999994%7D%7D  

Make predictions about what is happening and how the people are feeling. What types of activity are the people doing? Why? 

Explain that this painting was not done in Roman times – how much of the painting do you think is true? What do you think might have been made up? 

 

Using books or the internet find out as much as possible about the eruption and the events that happened. Here are a couple of video links to get you started. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY_3ggKg0Bc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIZ4aSKT3mo  

You could try to create a timeline of the events – what happened first, next and after that. 

Create your own ‘Last Day of Pompeii’ painting or picture based on what you’ve found out. Can you make it as realistic as possible? 

Pompeii is important because the remains of the city tell us lots about what life was like in Roman times. Try to discover what life in Pompeii would have been like before the 
eruption. If possible, look at images of the ruins of Pompeii so that you are using real evidence. Can you find out what buildings would have been there? Can you create a 
simple fact file entitled ‘Life in Pompeii’. 

 

‘Pompeii: My Story’ by Sue Reid is a novel aimed at children who can read confidently. This could supplement any learning for this topic but your child would need to be a 
fluent reader to access it. 

Geography 

Ask children what they think the Earth is made of? Using a peach or an apple as a metaphor explore with the children the structure of the Earth and discuss the different 
layers and their functions and their temperatures; 

Use this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZ-sVQElqhEgraphy to help children to find out as much as they can about each of the layers; 

Make a collage of planet Earth illustrating the difference between the layers and label each one with detailed information;  

Ask the children to explain what they think a volcano is and where they might be found? Use BBC bitesize to find out about the “Ring of Fire” and using a   

fizzy drink (bottle, not can) demonstrate how a build up of pressure will cause an explosion and the creation of a volcano.   

Children to research the structure of a volcano – draw or collage a picture of a volcano with definitions for each section; 

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-last-day-of-pompeii/tAFrCGFUhXM8Jg?hl=en-GB&ms=%7b%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22z%22%3A8.674963553966775%2C%22size%22%3A%7b%22width%22%3A1.8749387884450663%2C%22height%22%3A1.2374999999999994%7d%7d
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-last-day-of-pompeii/tAFrCGFUhXM8Jg?hl=en-GB&ms=%7b%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22z%22%3A8.674963553966775%2C%22size%22%3A%7b%22width%22%3A1.8749387884450663%2C%22height%22%3A1.2374999999999994%7d%7d
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-last-day-of-pompeii/tAFrCGFUhXM8Jg?hl=en-GB&ms=%7b%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22z%22%3A8.674963553966775%2C%22size%22%3A%7b%22width%22%3A1.8749387884450663%2C%22height%22%3A1.2374999999999994%7d%7d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY_3ggKg0Bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIZ4aSKT3mo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZ-sVQElqhEgraphy


Children find out about different types of volcanoes by visiting the ICT suite visit of the Natural History Museum  

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/kids-only/earth-space/volcanoes/ 

Children should read about the lava, water and gas and its effect on the type of volcano that forms. NOW follow the Natural History Museum link to make your own volcano 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-a-volcano.html 

Music 

Research and find out about the story of ‘The Firebird’. You could draw your own picture of what you think the firebird could look like. 

https://www.bedtimeshortstories.com/the-firebird-story  

Watch the introduction to the music by Stravinksy (Claudia Winkleman video) on the following BBC site. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4JMLr6V55sQKzMPgv401my0/the-firebird-suite-1911-finale-by-igor-stravinsky  

Listen to the music several times (on the same webpage). Think about how the music keeps repeating as it grows. Then watch the following and create your own firebird 
dance (if you haven’t got the space at home, maybe you could just create a dance using your arms and body whilst keeping your legs and feet still): 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p027wkxj  

Watch an extract of the Firebird being performed as a ballet such as: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC6MmmLKEmA  

 

Explore other music that is used for ballet. You could research some of the following examples: 

Cinderella by Prokofiev 

The Nutcracker by Tchaikovsky 

Coppelia by Delibes 

 

Which music did you like the most? Why? 

What was similar about the music you listened to? What was different? 

You could design a poster advertising one of the ballets explaining why you should go and watch it or you could create a review of what you watched explaining what you 
liked. 

Computing 
 
Explore some of the activities on the ‘Hour of Code’ website. 
 
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn   (choose grades 2-5) 

https://www.bedtimeshortstories.com/the-firebird-story
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4JMLr6V55sQKzMPgv401my0/the-firebird-suite-1911-finale-by-igor-stravinsky
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p027wkxj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EC6MmmLKEmA
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn


 
 

French 
Continue to practise the following  
counting 1-10 in French and in sets of 10-100; 
colours; 
simple greetings and instructions; Quel temps fait-il? 
Children to learn days of the week – Les jours de la semaine  
Weather – Le temps;  
Children start by understanding the question  - Quel temps fait-il? 
And find out about how French children celebrate Le Noel  
 All of the above is supported by songs, music and stories such as   https://www.thefrenchexperiment.com/ which can be found on-line; 

 

 

https://www.thefrenchexperiment.com/

